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We advance high performance 
buildings in Illinois.

Educating building 
professionals

Advancing policy and 
removing barriers

Supporting buildings 
on the path to 

net zero



Illinois Green’s Path to Zero





Momentum for High-Performance Buildings in Illinois

Building Decarbonization 
Working Group 



Member & Partner Engagement



Chicago Sustainable Development Policy + Phius

● 2004: Green roofs; stormwater; LEED Silver

● 2017: New menu of 100 points

○ Phius now included; 70 points

● 2024: Public Comment opened April 15 

○ Phius Core or Phius Zero proposed 

as 90-95 points



2022-2023 Illinois QAP 

● 2020 New Gravity Housing Conference 

Participation 

● Midwest Building Decarbonization Coalition QAP 

Working Group 2021

● Affordable housing architects, engineers, 

developers engaged

● Engaging IHDA Staff w/ Education: Incentivizing 

High Performance Affordable Housing – A Cost 

Study

● Recently updated for 2024/2025 after another 

public comment period. 

○ Phius Core – 10 points

○ Phius Zero – 13 points



2022 Chicago Energy Transformation Code

● Adopted IECC 2021 with no 

weakening amendments

● Added amendments for electric-

readiness

● Added Phius certification as 

alternative compliance path to 

code



Chicago Department of Housing QAP

● Preference for Advanced 
Decarbonization and Above-Code 
Energy Efficiency

● All developments must comply with 
relevant local requirements, including 
the Chicago Energy Transformation 
Code, Energy Benchmarking Ordinance, 
Sustainable Development Policy, and the 
sustainable building requirements in 
DOH’s 2023 Architectural Technical 
Standards Manual.

● $6M Climate Investment in 7 projects – 
Illinois Green working with ULI Chicago, 
DOH & Slipstream on case studies 



Opportunities to Further Advance Phius in Illinois

● Flagship projects adding to the knowledge base on net zero building design, construction 
and operation in IL

● Maximizing energy efficiency and envelope requirements for new construction through 
code and policy adoption

● Requirements for new buildings to offset all energy consumption with on-site generation 
from renewable resources when feasible

● Capital Development Board's stretch code adoption by municipalities throughout the state

● Utility incentives to offset incremental costs of high-performance equipment and training

● Trained workforce ready and able to build high performance buildings

● State, municipal and institutional buildings leading by example



Thank you! Questions?
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